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Tay Landscape Partnership 
The Tay Landscape Partnership, guided by the Perth and Kinross Countryside and Heritage 
Trusts, has had an extremely busy year, and we are now moving towards submitting our 
fully-developed application to the Heritage Lottery Fund. This could unlock £2 million to 
support the conservation of the unique Tay landscape, by supporting schemes that provide 
long-term social, economic and environmental benefits. 

Over the summer the Partnership ran a series of community consultation meetings in Perth, 
St Madoes, Errol, Inchture, Bridge of Earn and Abernethy.

An online survey was particularly successful in helping us find out what residents and 
visitors value about this landscape, how they use or enjoy it and what improvements they 
would like to see. We are very grateful to all those who took part and to the valuable input 
we have received from community groups. We were especially delighted with the input 
from young people. 

The Partnership is currently developing a programme of projects, activities and events to run 
from autumn 2013 to 2017 which we hope will inspire local communities, visitors and future 
generations. Each will fall under one of our key themes: 

•	 	Conserving	or	restoring	the	built	or	natural	heritage

•	 	Encouraging	more	people,	and	a	wider	range	of	people,	to	take	an	active	part	in	
their	landscape

•	 	Increasing	opportunities	for	people	to	have	access	to,	and	learn	about,	the	
landscape	and	its	heritage

•	 	Providing	training	opportunities	for	people	in	local	heritage	skills

You can follow our progress at www.taylp.org
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Breadalbane Explorer 
A new visitor experience
Fed up with scarce public transport, and with watching tour 
buses passing by their establishments, a group of local tourism 
businesses decided to take action. The result was the Ring of 
Breadalbane Explorer pilot project. The Explorer is a hop-on  
hop-off mini-coach offering visitors and locals the freedom to 
explore the awesome scenery, trails and attractions around the 
Killin-Aberfeldy-Crieff loop. The route took in some of Perthshire’s 
top visitor attractions such as the Scottish Crannog Centre, the 
Famous Grouse Experience and Auchingarrich Wildlife Park, 
and also catered for those with bicycles. The Explorer is the 
most significant project to date from the Breadalbane Tourism 
Cooperative and was supported with a grant from PKCT. 

A New Look for The Trust 
The Countryside Trust has undergone rebranding and unveiled 
a new logo and website earlier this year. The new brand 
identity reflects The Trust’s position on improving access to 
the countryside and the design is carried through to the new  
website www.pkct.org which we hope will increase PKCT’s 
online presence.
With the Cateran Trail growing in importance to the economy 
of East Perthshire we felt it now justified its own website, 
rather than a mini site, and this can now be found at 
www.caterantrail.org.
Both websites incorporate links to our new Facebook and Twitter 
accounts and The Cateran Trail site also links to Trip Advisor where 
it is currently listed as the top attraction in Blairgowrie after 24 
reviews with an excellent score of 4.5 out of 5.

Finding David Douglas 
The fascinating life and achievements of Scone born David Douglas – Perthshire’s world renowned plant collector – have been captured 
and celebrated in a new documentary – ’Finding David Douglas,’ by the Oregon Historical Culture Association. PKCT hosted the Scottish 
film premiere at a sell-out event at Perth Museum in November. A collection to help maintain the David Douglas Memorial in the grounds 
of Scone Old Parish Church raised nearly £200. A second showing of the film will take place in early 2013. 

Over 1400 school children from sixty five schools across Perth and 
Kinross have taken part in the innovative Woodlands Words and 
Wonders project, created by The Countryside Trust.

Aimed at P4-P7, the project involved classes in a full day of 
excitement and adventure centred on local plant collector David 
Douglas, who introduced over 200 new plant species to Europe in 
the early 19th century.

The children gathered around a campfire in a tipi and listened to a series 
of stories about the adventures of David Douglas and his Native American 
guide ‘Running Fox’. Primed by tales of plant collecting expeditions, and 
demonstrations of survival skills from Running Fox, the children then 
spent an hour out in the woods on their own wildlife expedition. 

Paul McLennan, Manager PKCT, commented: “The main aim of the 
project has been to foster connections between schools and their local 
woodlands to facilitate the idea of an outdoor classroom that can be 
used at any time. We have taken the children out in all weathers and 
the feedback from them has been consistently positive.”

A teaching resource pack has been distributed to all schools throughout 
Perth & Kinross and two CPD (Continuous Professional Development) 
training sessions for teachers were delivered in partnership with the 
outdoor learning team at Perth & Kinross Council.

Woodlands, Words & Wonders was delivered free to schools thanks 
to a Forests for People grant from Forestry Commission Scotland and 
funding from the Countryside Trust.

Woodlands Words and Wonders  A unique outdoor learning experience



Enchanted Forest 
The Enchanted Forest is no stranger to awards 
success, topping the charts at the Scottish Event 
Awards in 2011 with the Event Management Grand 
Prix, not to mention the accolades for Best Cultural 
Event, Perthshire’s Best Event, and clocking up 
numerous other awards along the way. 

This year, its 10th Anniversary, Big Tree Country’s 
major event smashed through the 30,000 visitor 
barrier for the first time, contributing an estimated 
£1.5million to the local Highland Perthshire 
economy. 

A social enterprise, The Highland Perthshire Area 
Community Interest Company, has successfully run 
the multi-award winning show since 2010, growing 
the event by almost 50% in just 3 years. 

Blairgowrie Riverside Project 
The riverside walk is a valuable asset to Blairgowrie and Rattray. The 
banks of the river provide a delightful walk for both locals and visitors at 
any time of year, with plenty of natural and historical interest en route. 
It also marks the start of the Cateran Trail. An electronic people counter 
shows that over five thousand people enjoy this walk each month.
Perth and Kinross Council identified that improvement work was required 
on a stretch of the riverside walk between Oakbank Mill and Brooklinn 
Mill and asked the Countryside Trust to help out.
The project included woodland management, with tree surgery to two 
magnificent heritage trees  — a Monkey Puzzle and a Giant Redwood. A 
number of sycamores were removed and replanted with native species 
such as oak and ash, and under planted with hazel, holly and hawthorn. 
By planting native trees we are aiming to improve the area as a wildlife 
habitat. 
The project also included car park and path resurfacing to make access 
better for visitors. A sculptor was commissioned to create some unique 
stone carvings depicting local themes including wild garlic, leaping salmon 
and bats in flight.
The work was carried out thanks to additional funding from Forestry 
Commission Scotland and Perth and Kinross Quality of Life Trust.

Scotland’s Adventure Capital 
Our fearless chairman completed a 40m bungee jump 
from Garry Bridge, Killiecrankie earlier this year, to 
highlight Big Tree Country’s credentials as Scotland’s 
outdoor capital. 
Still flushed with adrenaline, Bob was interviewed for STV 
and said: “People think of Lochaber and Fort William 
as the place to go for adventure sports, but Perth and 
Kinross is equal to those places if not even better. You 
can participate in canoeing, climbing, gorge walking, 
kayaking, mountain biking, open water river swimming – 
as well as bungee jumping – all in the midst of some of the 
most spectacular scenery and landscapes in Europe. We 
are fast becoming the UK’s top destination for adventure 
sports and outdoor activities.”
He added: “Once I was off the edge I just thought 
‘Wow, this is fantastic.’ I am looking forward to seeing 
the photographs to see if the jump was a 10 by Olympic 
standards – or maybe a two.”
The	team	are	in	no	doubt	Bob	…..It	was	a	big	ten!	

Cateran Yomp 
Following the huge success of its debut in 2011, the Alliance 
Trust Cateran Yomp returned to East Perthshire this summer. 
The Cateran Yomp offers a challenge for everyone, with the 
choice of Bronze (22 miles), Silver (36.5 miles) or Gold (52 
miles) routes all starting from Blairgowrie.
480 participants crossed the finishing line tired but unscathed 
after testing themselves against the stunning landscape. In 
doing so they demolished the fund-raising target, raising 
a massive £250,000 for the Prince’s Trust Youth Business 
Scotland and ABF The Soldiers’ Charity. In first place, 
completing the Yomp in a time three hours quicker than the 
2011 record, was a team from the Alliance Trust itself, ‘The Good, the Mad and the Elderly’, which took the gold 
level in 11 hours 34 minutes.
The Yomp included live music, clay pigeon shooting and archery opportunities, as well as firework displays along 
the route through Kirkmichael, Spittal of Glenshee and Kirkton of Glenisla.
David Fox-Pitt, Director of Wildfox Events said: “This year’s Yomp was even bigger and better, and it’s fantastic to work 
with the local community to take over such a beautiful part of Scotland and put the Yomp firmly on the map.”



The Last Word 
Elsewhere in this newsletter, I have already had my say about promoting Perthshire as Scotland’s Adventure Capital. But when I am out and 
about on a daily basis, I am consistently struck by how enjoyable this area is just for the simple variety of walks available to everyone. The 
importance of maintaining and promoting path networks is something I will now be able to reinforce to the Perthshire Tourism Partnership in 
my new role as Chair of the Blairgowrie and East Perthshire Tourist Association. The quality of our paths comes up in conversations again and 
again with people from everywhere else in the UK, and increasingly with visitors from Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands. They can equally 
appreciate the wild emptiness of some areas of The Cateran Trail, and the short paths around Blairgowrie. This is likely only to increase in two 
ways — firstly from the impact of Disney Pixar’s ‘Brave’ film which shows off our part of Scotland so well and secondly because of the significant 
effect that we can make next year in promoting Perthshire during Year of Natural Scotland.

An Evening with Remarkable Trees 
Renowned author and photographer Thomas Pakenham brought his unique perspective 
on trees to the inaugural Perthshire Big Tree Country lecture at The Gleneagles Hotel 
earlier this year. Guests enjoyed his tales of global adventure as he explored the threats 
facing many of the world’s remarkable trees. Earlier in the day he was joined by Stuart 
Smith, Director of Leisure and Events at Gleneagles, to plant a Chilean Plum Yew tree as 
part of the ongoing iCONic conservation project.

Cateran Trail Volunteers 
The Cateran Trail, Perthshire’s long distance walk, has recently benefited from work carried out by 
young conservation volunteers. In a project part funded by Scottish Natural Heritage, Perth and Kinross 
Countryside Trust recruited nine young volunteers who gave up some of their summer holidays to 
work on conservation projects which have made significant improvements to the Cateran Trail.
Perth and Kinross Countryside Trust employed a volunteer co-ordinator from The Conservation 
Volunteers (formally the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers) and Matt McConway, a specialist 
path builder with Upland Access Ltd, to lead the projects. They focussed on improving drainage on 
sections of the Trail and with the wet summer there was no shortage of work. The team of young 
people worked incredibly hard and learned some valuable rural skills in the process. The Trust would 
like to repeat the project next year and increase the team of young volunteers.
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The	work	of	the	Trust	is	only	possible	thanks	to	support	from	the	following:

Supporting Big Tree Country 
PKCT would like to acknowledge the generosity of staff and 
guests at The Gleneagles Hotel who have together raised over 
£145,000 through the ‘Supporting Big Tree Country’ scheme.  
The scheme’s two elements are a £1 donation from guests 
on check-out and staff organised fundraising events. 
As well as supporting significant landscape projects managed 
by PKCT, donations have helped to restore and invigorate the 
Historic Orchards of the Carse of Gowrie; fund Woodlands 
Words and Wonders, a unique outdoor learning project, save 
some of the world’s rarest and most remarkable conifer species 
through the iCONic Project and improve access to Perthshire’s 
countryside for people of all ages and abilities.

Gleneagles has been a trailblazer for the Supporting Big Tree 
Country scheme since 2008. This year it has been joined by 
fellow Green Tourism Business Scheme members Dunkeld Hilton 
and The Atholl Palace Hotel whose support will enable PKCT to 
carry out even more projects during 2013.

Pink Ribbonwalk Secured for 2013 
Scone Palace will once again be the Scottish venue for the Pink 
Ribbonwalk in aid of Breast Cancer Care on Saturday 18 May 
2013. The Trust has been working with the charity and the team 
at Scone Palace to offer you two superb routes to choose from 
– one of 10 miles and one of 20 miles. Last year, more than 800 
people took part, raising nearly £200,000 for the charity. If you 
would like to join us and escape to the countryside for a day of 
breathtaking views and an amazing atmosphere, all in aid of a 
great cause, visit www.breastcancercare.org.uk 

Photo Credits:	Graham	Hood,	Zoe	Barrie	and	Roben	Antioniewicz


