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Guided walks, excavations, exhibitions 
and presentations celebrating the 

archaeology of Perth and Kinross …

Inspired and informed by the ongoing SERF research project, an artist’s view of Castle Law Hill Fort, Forgandenny with 
Strathearn and the Tay Estuary beyond © David Simon
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Welcome to Perth and Kinross 
Archaeology Month 2016

 
Who isn’t interested in archaeology? I only ask because I don’t think that there are many 
people who are not to some degree. “Time Team” was a remarkably popular TV programme 
and there are numerous others shown on the documentary channels. As young children we 
have a natural curiosity which allows us to be interested in much of the world around us. The 
village in which I grew up has the Antonine Wall immediately south of it. We played there as 
children and knew how the wall had been constructed and gave some thought to what the 
tribes living to the north were like. 

Later, as a Planning Department trainee I was responsible for updating Listed Building records, 
giving me an interest in older buildings and an understanding of their importance and place 
in helping us see the past more clearly. Some years on, during my teaching career, I became 
a member of the National Trust for Scotland. After retiring from teaching and being elected a 
councillor, I was asked to become a trustee of the Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust. There is a 
connection here and it is a continuing interest in buildings and our heritage.

We are very lucky to live in Perth and Kinross which has such a rich history; some of which can 
be seen and much of which is still literally under our feet. Archaeology is important because it is 
the means by which we gain an insight into the past. It can allow us to see how people lived in 
times or societies which have left no written history and regularly there are fresh finds which can 
contradict our accepted views.

As vice-convenor of the Lifelong Learning Committee, I am very interested in the opportunities 
for learning offered by our local archaeology. Since 2003, Archaeology Month has enabled all of 
us to take advantage of this resource by providing a range of ways to learn about, and interact 
with, the fantastic archaeological sites and landscapes of Perth and Kinross. There are over 30 
events this year across the county and certainly something for everyone. Amazingly most of 
the events are free.

One of the highlights this year will be the results from the first phase of post-excavation analysis 
of the 3,500 years old cremation urns found recently near Loch Leven - the inspiration for the 
Kilmagadwood Bronze Age Fair with workshops and hands-on activities for all ages. There will 
be the chance to visit, and even take part in, an archaeological dig over the month at Abernethy, 
Millhaugh near Dunning or Glenshee. There are also ten new guided walks. All the guided walks 
are led by local experts who will give advice on how to read the landscape and find out about 
the archaeology and history of your area.

Finally, I would like to thank our sponsors the Gannochy Trust, and also the Living Lomonds 
Landscape Partnership and AOC Archaeology who have provided financial support for this 
year’s event and to the plethora of organisations and individuals who have contributed their 
time, knowledge and enthusiasm. 

Please do enjoy the 2016 programme.

Councillor Gordon Walker

Trustee, Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust 
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The Kilmagadwood  
Bronze Age Fair

 
In 2013, archaeologists made an exciting discovery at Kilmagadwood on the eastern shores 
of Loch Leven. Piece by piece, a prehistoric cemetery was discovered, with excavation revealing 
over twenty cremation urns, thought to be 3,500 to 4,000 years old. Not only is the discovery of 
a “Bronze Age cemetery” of this size remarkably rare, but these decorated urns are surprisingly 
well preserved. The urns are currently being analysed in the laboratory and this preliminary work 
has revealed their contents, including object such as beads, flint objects and metalwork that 
accompanied the cremations. 

Inspired by this discovery, Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust presents a one-off day all 
about Bronze Age on Saturday, 11th of June at Portmoak Village Hall. The fair will include 
demonstrations from living history technology experts, presentations from archaeological 
scientists and museum curators, and opportunities to engage with this exciting discovery 
through workshops, storytelling and hands-on activities. Come along and find out more about 
this exciting archaeological discovery!

Cateran’s Common Wealth in 
Archaeology Month

 
Cateran’s Common Wealth is an exciting new multi-year programme of arts, crafts, culture and 
heritage around the Cateran Trail in Eastern Perthshire. Launching in 2016, a range of activities 
and events will be offered aimed at celebrating and sustaining our common wealth – the things 
that belong to all of us. 

In Archaeology Month, join archaeologists from Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust on two 
enjoyable and informative walks looking at the diverse archaeological landscape and remains in 
and around the Cateran Trail. The first takes you to the summit of the extremely well defended 
fort atop Barry Hill, the stronghold overlooking Strathmore, where reputedly Queen Guinevere, 
wife of King Arthur was held captive by the Pictish King Mordred!  In the second walk, peel off 
the layers of time with a closer look at the archaeological sites of Glenshee, the ‘Fairy Glen’, 
including a site visit to the archaeological dig at Lair.

Developed by local people and organisations, Cateran’s Common Wealth is planning a multi-year 
programme of events and activities. Find out more about at www.commonculture.org.uk  



Events Calendar: June 2016
The programme contains: Guided Walks and Tours; Special Events; Talks and Performances; and  

Displays and Exhibitions. 

Please read the following prior to booking and / or attending events.
• Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust co-ordinates the programme and runs some events, while other  

 events are run by partner organisations.
• Booking is essential for many events – to guarantee a place, book early as places are limited and  

 secured on a first-come, first-served basis.
• Appropriate footwear and clothing should be worn for all outdoor activities. Walks are graded  for 

  ease – note moderate/hard walks will require waterproofs, warm clothing, stout footwear and   
 drinking water. For day-long events, please bring a packed lunch. The event organiser will advise   
 on what to bring when booking.

Further information about Perth and Kinross Archaeology Month 2016 can be found at www.pkht.org.uk

1 Wed Between Two Inches – 
Guided Walk of Perth’s 
River Frontage

Perth 11.00 – 12.30 Archaeological and Historical 
Section, Perthshire Society of 
Natural Science

1-30 Stone Age Tayside – In 
Pictures 

Perth Varies Tay Landscape Partnership

1-26 Cradle of Scotland Perth 10.00 – 17.00 Perth Museum and Art 
Gallery / Hunterian Museum / 
University of Glasgow

2 Thurs King’s Seat Hillfort Dunkeld 11.00 – 13.00 PKHT / Dunkeld and Birnam 
Historical Society

4 Sat Wee Big Dig – Pictish 
Stone Carving

Abernethy 10.00 -  17.00 Tay Landscape Partnership / 
Museum of Abernethy

5 Sun Wee Big Dig – Open Day Abernethy 10.00 -  17.00 Tay Landscape Partnership / 
Museum of Abernethy  

Abernethy Round Tower 
Guided Tour

Abernethy 14.30 - 16.15 Historic Environment Scotland

10 Fri Dun MacTuathal Hillfort Kenmore 18.00 – 21.00 Breadalbane Heritage Society

11 Sat Kilmagadwood Bronze 
Age Fair

Portmoak 11.00 – 16.00 PKHT + 12 local and national 
organisations

Portmoak Priory Scotlandwell 14.00 – 15.00 Kinross-shire Civic Trust

Na Clachan Aoraidh Stone 
Circle Minibus Tour

Queens View, 
Loch Tummel

10.00 – 16.00 Forestry Commission Scotland

12 Sun Jacobites, Clearance and 
Scots Minibus Tour

Blair Atholl 13.00 – 16.00 HARP Archaeology

16 Thurs A Walk through time:  
Revisiting the Scottish  
Landscape seen by the 
Grand Tourists of the 
18th century

Pitlochry 20.00 – 21.00 HARP Archaeology

17 Fri Barry Hill Alyth 10.00 – 13.00 PKHT

Re-imagining Space – 
archaeology and music 
collide 

Perth 19.30 – 20.30 University of Highland and 
Islands 

Date Day What When Who
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18 Sat Tigh nam Bodach Guided 
Walk

Glen Lyon 11.00 – 16.00 Breadalbane Heritage Society

19-23 SERF 2016 Excavation Millhaugh 10.00 – 16.00 University of Glasgow

19 Sun Landscape Archaeology 
Workshop

Dunning 14.00 – 16.00 University of Glasgow

21 Tues Moredun Top and 
Moncreiffe Hill: latest 
results

Perth 13:30 – 14:30 Tay Landscape Partnership

SERF Mapping Workshop Dunning 10.00 – 12.00 University of Glasgow

21-25 Digging the Picts – 
Glenshee Archaeology 
Project

Lair, 
Glenshee

10.00 – 16.00 PKHT / Northlight Heritage

23 Thurs SERF Archive Workshop 1 Dunning 10.00 – 12.00 University of Glasgow

25-30 SERF 2016 Excavation Millhaugh 10.00 – 16.00 University of Glasgow

25 Sat The Archaeology of 
Glenshee

Lair, 
Glenshee

10.30 – 12.30 PKHT

The Dunning Lion Hunt Dunning 14.00 – 16.00 Dunning Parish Historical 
Society

26 Sun Iron Age Ingenuity at the 
Scottish Crannog Centre

Kenmore 11.00 – 17.00 The Scottish Crannog Centre

SERF Archive Workshop 2 Dunning 14.00 – 16.00 University of Glasgow

27 Mon SERF Survey Day 1 Dunning 10.00 – 15.00 University of Glasgow

28-02 Digging the Picts – 
Glenshee Archaeology 
Project

Lair, 
Glenshee

10.00 – 16.00 PKHT / Northlight Heritage

29 Wed One man and his trowel: 
further excavations at 
Whitefriars Monastery, 
Perth

Perth 12.30 – 13.30 Derek Hall Archaeological 
Consultant 

02 Sat SERF Dig Open Day Millhaugh 
and Dunning

11.00 – 15.00 University of Glasgow

04 Mon SERF Survey Day 2 Dunning 10.00 – 15.00 University of Glasgow

05 Tues SERF Finale Workshop 1 Dunning 10.00 – 12.00 University of Glasgow

05 Tues SERF Black Loch of Myrton Dunning 19.00 – 20.30 University of Glasgow / AOC 
Archaeology

06 Wed SERF Finale Workshop 2 Dunning 10.00 – 12.00 University of Glasgow

02-06 SERF 2016 Excavation Millhaugh 10.00 – 16.00 University of Glasgow

07 Thurs SERF Treasure Trove 
Explained

Dunning tbc University of Glasgow / 
Treasure Trove Unit

Date Day What When Who
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 Between Two Inches – a guided  
 walk from the South Inch to the  
 North Inch, Perth
Hear stories of Perth along the river frontage 
between the two Inches – to include histories of the 
city’s famous residents and visitors, its important 
buildings and landmarks, and its harbours, bridges 
and rail connections. Local expert Graham Watson 
of the Archaeological and Historical Section of the 
Perthshire Society of Natural Science (founded in 
the former museum on Tay Street in 1867) is your 
guide.  

Wednesday 1st June 
11.00 – 12.30 
Grade of walk: easy.  
Free

Booking essential – email Sarah Winlow (PKHT) 
SWinlow@pkht.org.uk 

 King’s Seat Hillfort, Dunkeld
Join Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust and Dunkeld 
and Birnam Historical Society on a guided walk of 
King’s Seat hillfort outside Dunkeld to explore the 
archaeology of the ‘The Fort of the Caledonians’ 
and enjoy the spectacular views. Hear about our 
plans to investigate the fort, which is situated on 
the craggy summit of King’s Seat, in an exciting 
new community archaeology project.  

Thursday 2nd June  
11.00 – 13.00 
Grade of walk: difficult as very steep in places.  
Free

Booking essential – email Sarah Winlow (PKHT) 
SWinlow@pkht.org.uk

Dun MacTuathal © PKHTGuided tours of the tour on the Sunday of the Wee Big Dig 
© S Tindal

 Guided tour of Abernethy Round  
 Tower, Abernethy
Abernethy Round Tower will be open throughout 
Archaeology Month but why not join Historic 
Environment Scotland archaeologist Adrian Cox to 
explore this spectacular monastic monument on 
Wee Big Dig Sunday.  Dating from around 1100, it 
is one of only two circular freestanding towers of its 
type in Scotland. 

Sunday 5th June 
14.30 – 15.15 and 15.30 – 16.15
Grade of Walk: easy (though steep stairs and 
ladder access to top of tower). 
Booking essential – email Adrian Cox (HES) 
Adrian.Cox@hes.scot
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Na Clachan Aoraidh © Forestry Commission Scotland

Team Invincible takes a break from clearing rhodies! 
 © Dave Roberts

 Portmoak Priory, Scotlandwell
As part of the Archaeology Month event being held 
at Portmoak on the June 11th, the Kinross-shire 
Civic Trust has organised a guided visit to the site 
of the original Portmoak Priory founded in the 9th 
century as Christianity spread across Scotland. 
There are no remains of the original building but 
the site has been identified and marked out on a 
prominence that is now situated in the middle of 
Portmoak airfield. The site has recently been cleared 
of vegetation by Civic Trust volunteers to reveal a 
number of decorated 18th century gravestones.

Saturday 11th June
14.00 – 15.00
Grade of walk: easy. Note access to the site is by 
car from the Scottish Gliding Union Clubhouse. 
The site is situated in the middle of an active 
airfield and access to the site is strictly controlled 
for safety.    
Free

Booking essential – phone Kinross-shire Civic Trust 
on 01592 840215

 Na Clachan Aoraidh four poster  
 stone circle, Queen’s View Visitor  
 Centre, Loch Tummel
Hop on board the Bronze Age Shuttle Bus at 
the Forestry Commission’s Queen’s View Visitor 
Centre and join the Forestry Commission Scotland 
Archaeologist for a short walk to Na Clachan 
Aoraidh (‘the stones of worship’). Learn about 
Perthshire’s unusual ‘four poster’ stone circles, 
Scotland’s prehistoric timeline and the celestial 
skyscape of our ancestors. A fun family orientated 
archaeological experience.

Saturday 11th June
Shuttle Bus leaving on the hour, every hour 
(10.00 – 16.00)
Grade of walk: Moderate – ground rough in 
places. 
Free

Booking advised but not essential – email  
tay@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

 Dun MacTuathal: a guided walk  
 to the hillfort on Drummond Hill,  
 Kenmore 
Join the Breadalbane Heritage Society on a guided 
walk up the forestry tracks to see the outstanding 
remains of a highland hillfort with magnificent 
views.

Friday 10th June 
18.00 – 21.00
Grade of walk: Moderate - includes a climb up a 
track, and rough ground at the top.
Free. Donations to the Fortingall Roots project 
welcome.  
Booking essential – phone Neil Hooper on 01887 
830474 or email mail@hooper.saltire.org
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Aerial view of Barry Hill Fort © PKHT

 Jacobites, Clearance and Scots  
 Guided Tour, Blair Atholl
Join HARP Archaeology for an afternoon tour of 
archaeological sites near Blair Atholl associated with 
the ‘Jacobites, Clearance and Scots’ project, now 
in its second season. Guided by two professional 
archaeologists, this minibus tour will give insight 
into traces of the 18th century landscape and 
archaeology, still visible today including sections 
of General Wade’s Military Road, built in response 
to the threat of the Jacobites, and evidence 
of abandoned settlements from the Highland 
Clearances, the result of enforced social upheaval 
and economic change following the Jacobite 
Uprisings.  

Sunday 12th June
13.00 – approximately 16.00 
Grade of walk: Moderate – will involve short 
walks over rough ground.
Free

Booking essential – for more information and to 
book, email Ian Hill  harparchaeology@gmail.com 

Field survey with the Jacobites, Clearance and Scots Project 
© HARP Archaeology 

 Barry Hill, near Alyth
Part of the Cateran’s Common Wealth (www.
commonculture.org.uk), a new and exciting 
community art and heritage project inspired by 
the arts, culture and heritage of Eastern Perthshire, 
this archaeology walk with archaeologists from 
Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust will take in the 
well-defended fort on top of Barry Hill. Steeped 
in Arthurian legend, the fort provides the perfect 
vantage point to find out about the archaeology 
of Strathmore and the upland glens of this part of 
Perthshire.   

Friday 17th June
10.00 – 13.00
Grade of walk: Moderate – ground rough and 
steep in places. 
Free

Booking essential – email Sarah Winlow (PKHT) 
SWinlow@pkht.org.uk
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The unique shrine of Tigh nam Bodach © Neil Hooper

 Tigh nam Bodach, Glen Lyon 
Join the Breadalbane Heritage Society on an all-day 
guided walk from the head of Glen Lyon alongside 
Loch Lyon to Glen Caillche to find Tigh Nam Bodach, 
where stone idols of the old man and his family 
supposedly guard the head waters of the Lyon.

Saturday 18th June
11.00 – 16.00
Grade of walk: Moderate – a long walk (over 2 
hours each way) along a track, with some rough 
ground.  Involves own transport to the head of 
Glenlyon – car sharing possible.
Free. Donations to the Fortingall Roots project 
welcome. 

Booking essential – for more information and to 
book, phone Neil Hooper on 01887 830474 or 
email mail@hooper.saltire.org

One of 100 aerial photographs of archaeological sites 
selected as part of the Common Ground project of Cateran’s 
Common Wealth. The light snow reveals beautifully former 
cultivation patterns at Spittal of Glenshee © PKHT 
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 The Archaeology of Glenshee
The ancient landscape of Glenshee contains 
prehistoric monuments, Pictish longhouses and 
much more recent fermtouns and military roads 
– come and explore links between the geology, 
archaeology and habitats in the wider landscape 
of Lair, Glenshee with David Strachan of Perth 
and Kinross Heritage Trust. This walk is part of the 
Cateran’s Common Wealth (www.commonculture.
org.uk), a new and exciting community art and 
heritage project inspired by the arts, culture and 
heritage of Eastern Perthshire and will include 
a site tour of the excavations of the Glenshee 
Archaeology Project. 

Saturday 25th June
10.30 – 12.30
Grade of walk: Moderate – ground rough and 
steep in places. 
Free

Booking essential – email Sarah Winlow (PKHT) 
SWinlow@pkht.org.uk

 The Dunning Lion Hunt, Dunning
Join the Dunning Parish Historical Society for the 
Dunning Lion Hunt starting at the fountain in Tron 
Square in the centre of our historic village. This will 
be a fun and easy walk exploring Dunning’s streets 
without harming any animals! Suitable for families 
with children. 

Saturday 25th June 
14.00 – 16.00
Grade of walk: Easy.
Free
Booking essential – phone Simon Warren 01764 
684523

Aerial view of Invereddrie fermtoun and field systems © PKHT

 

Cateran’s Common Wealth
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 Pictish Stone Carving
The Museum’s two Pictish stones have recently 
been cleaned and conserved and now form part of 
an enhanced display. To celebrate this restorative 
work, the Museum will be running activities with a 
Pictish focus, including a workshop with stone carver 
Susheila Jamieson.  Susheila will provide the know-
how, tools and mallets to carve Pictish symbols in 
relief on light weight blocks – come and try!

Saturday 4th June 
Drop in sessions 10.00 – 13.00 and 14.00 – 17.00
Children under 12 must be accompanied by an 
adult

 Abernethy’s Big Archaeology  
 Weekend
The Museum of Abernethy and the Tay Landscape 
Partnership are hosting a second Wee Big Dig 
where residents can volunteer to have small 
trenches dug in their gardens for investigation by 
professional archaeologists from AOC Archaeology. 
The Museum, situated near the foot of the ancient 
round tower at the centre of the village, will be 
acting as the hub for the Wee Big Dig – make this 
your first stop over the weekend to find out the story 
of the village and what’s been discovered. Don’t 
miss a trip up the round tower too - the views from 
the top are fantastic – and on this weekend - perfect 
for a bird’s eye view of the Wee Big Diggers!

Panoramic view from the top of the tower © Graham Hood / TLP

Cateran’s Common Wealth

 Wee Big Dig Open Day
On Sunday, follow a self-guided trail to visit some of 
the digs, and there will be the chance to have a go 
at digging too! Running alongside the excavations, 
there will be activities in and around the Museum, 
and Abernethy’s conservation area, including the 
famous round tower.  

Sunday 5th June 
10.00 – 17.00
Free
For more information online about the Big Wee 
Dig weekend, please visit the Tay Landscape 
Partnership:  
www.taylp.org and the Museum of Abernethy:  
www.museumofabernethy.co.uk

Wee Big Dig in 2015 © TLP 
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Living History  
© George Logan Tay Landscape Partnership

 The Kilmagadwood Bronze  
 Age Fair, Portmoak Village Hall,  
 Kilmagadwood
For a glimpse of life (and death!) in Kinross-shire over 
three millennia ago, come to the Kilmagadwood 
Bronze Age Fair. This event explores the recently 
discovered, rare group of prehistoric pots from 
Kilmagadwood, their contents and the science 
used to elucidate archaeological information. Meet 
the archaeologists who’ve been involved in the 
excavation and analysis of artefacts. Find out about 
prehistoric technologies with demonstrations from 
living prehistory experts in ceramics, organic crafts 
and metalworking. Discover the archaeology of the 
eastern shores of Loch Leven and other wonderful 
archaeology that’s been found here. 

Lots to see and do, and plenty of activities for 
children. 

Saturday 11th June
11.00 – 16.00
Free
For more information about the Kilmagadwood 
Bronze Age Fair, please email Sarah Winlow (PKHT)  
swinlow@pkht.org.uk 

 Iron Age Ingenuity at the Scottish  
 Crannog Centre, Kenmore 
Re-discover ancient technology and the engineering 
know-how of our early Iron Age ancestors! Help us 
build the beginning stages of a jetty for our dugout 
canoes and discover the ancient art of timber pile-
driving by hand! Try your hand at wood-working 
with replica prehistoric tools. In between piling 
efforts, learn how the tools of the trade were made 
in our metalworking demonstration of smelting and 
casting in sand moulds. Wellies and work gloves 
recommended!

Sunday 26th June
11.00 – 17.00
Normal event admissions apply
For more information, phone 01887 830583, visit 
our website www.crannog.co.uk or email  
info@crannog.co.uk   

Iron smithing at the Crannog © Scottish Crannog Centre

Kilmagadwood Urn © Derek Hall

Iron Age Ingenuity  
© The Scottish Crannog Centre
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 Workshops 

19th June 14.00 – 16.00 An introduction 
to the 
Landscape 
Archaeology of 
Dunning.

21st  June 10.00 - 12.00 Chart the 
development of 
Dunning village 
through old 
maps. 

23rd  June 10.00 - 12.00 An introduction 
to the archives 
available for 
Dunning.

26th June 14.00 – 16.00 Exploring 
deeper into 
Dunning’s past 
through the 
archives.

5th  and 
6th of July

10.00 - 12.00 Come along to 
see what we 
have discovered 
this season in 
these finale 
workshops and 
help us piece it 
all together.

 Survey Days

27th  June 
and 4th 
July

10.00 – 15.00 Visit and 
record sites 
in Dunning 
that help us 
understand 
how the village 
developed.

Booking essential – email Cathy MacIver 
(SERF) cathy.maciver@aocarchaeology.com

 Strathearn Environs and Royal  
 Forteviot (SERF)  
 Project – 2016 Season
19th June – 6th July (apart from diggers’ days-
off on the 24th and the 1st)
10.00 - 16.00 
Diggers wanted! Sign up to volunteer on our dig for 
a couple of days, a week or even the whole thing. 
Beginners welcome and training and tools provided. 
Come and help us excavate a prehistoric cropmark 
site near the farm of Millhaugh and find out more 
about how archaeologists discover the past.

Free
Booking essential - email Cathy MacIver (SERF) 
cathy.maciver@aocarchaeology.com

 SERF Dig Open Day
2nd July 
11.00 – 15.00
Tours of the excavations at Millhaugh and 
exhibitions of SERF Project finds and results in 
Dunning Village. Activities for all ages.

 Community Programme for 2016!
Come and get involved in this year’s SERF Project 
Community Programme. Whether you want to join a 
workshop or attend a talk there is lots to get involved 
with. Please check the www.dunningheritage.com 
events page for up to date information, maps, 
directions to parking and the venue for each event.  

SPEC
IA

L EV
EN

TS - SER
F PR

O
JEC

T

Booking is not required for workshops
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 Digging the Picts: the Glenshee  
 Archaeology Project
2016 will see the fifth season of the Glenshee 
Archaeology Project (www.glenshee-archaeology.
co.uk) delivered by Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust 
and Northlight Heritage. This citizen-science project 
in the stunning highland landscape of Glenshee is 
investigating early medieval dwellings occupied 
nearly 1,500 years ago and the survival of which 
is only paralleled by the Viking longhouses of the 
Northern Isles. The focus of this year’s excavation 
will be the remains of a large turf and stone 
longhouse, some 20m long.  

Lair, Glenshee (NGR NO 139 637)
21st June – 2nd July (apart from diggers’ days-
off on the 26th and 27th)
10.00 - 16.00 

Low level aerial photo of excavations in 2015 © Edward Martin Photography

Recording 
archaeological 

information © PKHT

Archaeology exposed © PKHT
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 Visiting the dig
Guided tours will be provided by the archaeologists 
working on the site to breathe life into the lumps 
and bumps of the landscape and put all those 
different brown-coloured soils into context! This 
year’s research objectives are to discover whether 
one of the largest longhouses of the group at Lair 
represents a single contemporary ‘fermtoun’ or 
successive individual structures, and to find out 
about its function. Was it used entirely for dwelling 
and / or as a byre, or were specialist functions like 
smithing or craft production also going on? Come 
and find out how we’re getting on!

Free
Grade of walk: easy.
No booking is required. The dig is located 
approximately eight miles north of Bridge of 
Cally and just within the boundary of Cairngorms 
National Park. It is easily accessible from the A93 
and there is limited parking at NO 1419 6365. The 
dig is a short walk from the Cockstane car park 
at NO 141 643 – please take care walking on the 
A93. For more information, email Sarah Winlow at 
SWinlow@pkht.org.uk 

Happy trowelling © PKHT

Pictish longhouse under excavation © PKHT

Decorated spindle whorl found in 2015 © PKHT
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 A Walk through time: Revisiting  
 the Scottish Landscape seen by  
 the Grand Tourists of the 18th  
 century
HARP Archaeology presents the results of the 
second season of fieldwork of the Jacobites, 
Clearance and Scots project whose focus is to 
identify the social and economic changes in 
Scotland following the Jacobite Uprisings, leading 
into the Highland Clearances. The visible results 
from our fieldwork will be compared to what would 
have been seen during the 18th century by a 
number of tourists to Highland Perthshire, on what 
would become the Grand Tours of Scotland. 

Thursday 16th June
20.00 – 21.00
Pitlochry Town Hall, West Moulin Road, Pitlochry
Free
For more information email Ian Hill 
harparchaeology@gmail.com 

Sources of information for the Grand Tours of Scotland, 
courtesy of HARP Archaeology

 Re-imagining Space –  
 An innovative and exciting  
 merge of archaeology and musical  
 performance

‘Re-imagining Space’ is a collaborative project by 
Dr Paul Oliver and Nick Green of Perth College UHI, 
which brings together research in archaeoacoustics, 
DIY culture and free improvisation, and culminates 
in a selection of freely improvised musical 
performances accompanied by abstract visuals 
(photographs and videos) taken during field trips to a 
variety of historical and archaeological sites around 
Perth and Kinross. The evening will begin with a 
presentation about Paul and Nick’s research – Paul 
talking about DIY culture in music and Nick about 
archaeoacoustics. They will curate and perform a 
series of audiovisual live performance pieces based 
on the impulse responses recorded in the field.  As 
the performance progresses, each individual space 
transitions to the next, accompanied by visuals 
and improvised performances by Paul and guest 
musicians.  Just as each site selected differs in 
character and history, the reverbs recorded change 
to represent each acoustic space and the results can 
be subtle and require careful listening. 

This event is supported by Perth and Kinross 
Heritage Trust. 

Friday 17th June 
19.30 – 20.30
The Souter Theatre, A K Bell Library, Perth
Ticket price: £3 
Booking is recommended although tickets will 
be available on the door. Please book via our 
Eventbrite page. For more information, email  
Dr Paul Oliver paul.oliver.perth@uhi.ac.uk or visit 
our website http://www.reimaginingspace.com/ 

Recording at the former Errol Brickworks 
© Re-imagining Space
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 Moredun Top and Moncreiffe Hill:  
 Results from the recent digs of  
 two hillforts
Sophie Nicol of the Tay Landscape Partnership 
will present the fascinating results from three 
archaeological investigations into the hillforts of 
Moncreiffe Hill, giving an insight into the incredible 
archaeology to be found right here on our doorstep. 

Tuesday 21st June 
13.30 - 14.30 
The Black Watch Castle and Museum
Ticket price: £7 (£5 for Friends of the Black 
Watch Castle and Museum) 
Booking essential – phone The Black Watch Castle 
and Museum 01738 638152 Option 1 or visit The 
Black Watch Castle and Museum reception desk

Bronze dagger 
found during 
SERF excavations 
at Forteviot and 
on display at the 
Cradle of Scotland 
Exhibition © PMAG 

 One man and his trowel: further  
 excavations at the Whitefriars  
 Monastery, Perth
Find out about the excavations of Perth’s medieval 
Carmelite friary in advance of its potential 
redevelopment.  This work has discovered a whole 
variety of unusual burial practices and is providing 
some unique and important insights into the 
operation and demise of one of the medieval 
town’s least understood monastic houses.

Wednesday 29th June
12.30 – 13.30 
Perth Museum and Art Gallery
Ticket price: £2
Booking essential – to book and pay using 
Eventbrite, follow the links on the events page of 
the website www.pkc.gov.uk/museums or search 
eventbrite for Perth Museum. Online booking 
charges may apply. Tickets can also be purchased 
in person in advance from Perth Museum and Art 
Gallery.

 Black Loch of Myrton 
Part of the SERF Community Programme, Dr Anne 
Crone of AOC Archaeology talks about an exciting 
site where exceptional preservation provides an 
unusual insight into life in prehistory. 

Tuesday 5th July
19.00 – 20.30 
Venue TBC - check www.dunningheritage.com 

Free

 Treasure Trove – just what is the  
 process?
Part of the SERF Community Programme, Dr 
Natasha Ferguson from the Treasure Trove Unit 
that is responsible for the day-to-day running of the 
Treasure Trove system in Scotland will provide an 
insight into what happens to finds after excavation 
and specialist analysis. 

Thursday 7th July
Time TBC 
Venue TBC - check www.dunningheritage.com

Free

Trial trenching begins on the huge defences of 
Moredun Top © Tay Landscape  Partnership / 

AOC Archaeology 



 Strathearn Environs and Royal  
 Forteviot (SERF)  
 Project – 2016 Season
19th June – 6th July (apart from diggers’ days-
off on the 24th and the 1st)
10.00 - 16.00 
Diggers wanted! Sign up to volunteer on our dig for 
a couple of days, a week or even the whole thing. 
Beginners welcome and training and tools provided. 
Come and help us excavate a prehistoric cropmark 
site near the farm of Millhaugh and find out more 
about how archaeologists discover the past.

Free
Booking essential - email Cathy MacIver (SERF) 
cathy.maciver@aocarchaeology.com

 SERF Dig Open Day
2nd July 
11.00 – 15.00
Tours of the excavations at Millhaugh and 
exhibitions of SERF Project finds and results in 
Dunning Village. Activities for all ages.

 Community Programme for 2016!
Come and get involved in this year’s SERF Project 
Community Programme. Whether you want to join a 
workshop or attend a talk there is lots to get involved 
with. Please check the www.dunningheritage.com 
events page for up to date information, maps, 
directions to parking and the venue for each event.  
No booking is required for the Workshops.
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 Stone Age Tayside – In Pictures 

Settle Petal, a new graphic novel by local artist Alfie 
Pound, will be printed large and on display for the 
whole of Archaeology Month. The novel explores 
what Tayside was like during the Mesolithic period 
by following one family in their search of the place 
to settle down. This is Alfie’s first graphic novel 
and it was created through a bursary from the Tay 
Landscape Partnership, with thanks to funding from 
The Cross Trust and the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Local and Family History,  A K Bell Library, Perth 
1st to 30th June  
Tuesday to Friday 09.30 – 17.00 with late night 
opening until 20.00 on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings. Saturday 09.30 – 13.00

Free. For more information about Settle Petal and 
the Tay Landscape Partnership bursary scheme, 
contact Lisa Snedden on 01738 475267 

Settle Petal © Alfie Pound / Tay Landscape 
Partnership

 Cradle of Scotland
Cradle of Scotland charts the on-going project to 
excavate the landscapes of Forteviot, uncovering 
and sharing its rich prehistoric and early medieval 
stories. Forteviot’s role as a Pictish palace and 
church site made it pivotal in the birth of the 
Scottish kingdom. A stunning range of objects, from 
a Bronze Age gold and bronze dagger to Pictish 
sculptures, are displayed together for the first time.

Perth Museum and Art Gallery, George Street, 
Perth
1st June to 26th June 
Tuesday to Sunday 10.00 – 17.00

Free. For more information, contact Perth Museum 
and Art Gallery on 01738 632488 

Part of the Cradle of Scotland Exhibition  
© Perth Museum and Art Gallery

GRANTS 
Feeling inspired by Archaeology Month to investigate or conserve part of your local archaeological heritage? 
Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust can help! 

We’re delighted to have grants available for local groups to carry out heritage projects, thanks to the Friends 
of Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust. Grants of up to £100 can be applied for – either for a new or an existing 
project. 

Recent community projects supported by the Friends grant include training in drystane dyking, covering costs 
for an evening speaker, a test-pit dig and a new heritage leaflet. 

To apply for a grant, please email  
info@pkht.org.uk clearly stating ‘FoPKHT grant bid’.  
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OUR AIM AND PURPOSE:

Conserving and promoting archaeology and architectural heritage, for the 
benefit of residents, visitors and future generations.

We are dedicated to high-quality conservation and education projects that provide real 
social, educational and economic benefit, including the annual Archaeology Month events 
attended by thousands each year. 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT TO CONTINUE THIS WORK!

Give a donation… 
This can be a one-off sum or regular gift of a few pounds per month/year. We operate 
a gift aid scheme that enables us to claim back the tax at no extra cost (eg. for every 
£1 donated we will be able to get an extra 28p from the government, giving a total 
donation of £1.28). 

Volunteer… 
You can support us by providing practical help on our projects: contact the Trust to 
sign up to our volunteer database to get the latest information on what’s going on….

Leave a legacy… 
A gift to charity in your will is an ideal way to support the work of a local organisation 
that you care about. Charitable legacies are paid before tax is deducted, reducing the 
total amount of inheritance tax due from your estate.

Sponsor us…. 
All of our projects have social and educational benefit and are ideally suited to 
sponsorship by individuals or organisations who want to ‘give something back’.

To find out more, contact David Strachan, PKHT Manager 
The Lodge, 4 York Place, Perth, PH2 8EP 
01738 477081 David.Strachan@pkht.org.uk 
www.pkht.org.uk

Local charity PLUS Perth’s 
trial excavation  

© Alder Archaeology
1
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Guided walks, excavations, exhibitions 
and presentations celebrating the 

archaeology of Perth and Kinross …

Inspired and informed by the ongoing SERF research project, an artist’s view of Castle Law Hill Fort, Forgandenny with 
Strathearn and the Tay Estuary beyond © David Simon

Bringing ancient technologies to life 
for all © PKHT
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